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𝑀𝑎𝑠𝑘 = 𝛼 + 𝛽𝑆𝑜𝑐𝑖𝑎𝑙 𝐶𝑎𝑝𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑙 + 𝛿𝐶 + 𝛿𝑆𝐹𝐸 +
𝐻𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑁𝑜𝑣7 = 𝛼 + 𝛽𝑆𝑜𝑐𝑖𝑎𝑙 𝐶𝑎𝑝𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑙 + 𝛿𝐶 + 𝛿𝑆𝐹𝐸 +
Data Selection: Mask wearing data was compiled by global survey firm 
Dynata, at the request of The New York Times. Data on social 
distancing comes from the Google COVID-19 Community Mobility 
Reports. Social Capital data was obtained from the Penn State Social 
Capital database for 2014 and the 2019 American Community Survey 5 
Year Demographic and Housing Estimates from the US Census Bureau. 
Data for the control variables was obtained from 2019 American 
Community Survey 5 Year Demographic and Housing Estimates from 





This paper estimates that an increase in bonding social capital associations led to a decrease in the percent change in time spent at home. Conversely, this 
paper estimates that an increase in bridging social capital is associated with an increase in the percent change in time spent at home.
Counties with higher levels of income equality are estimated to be more likely to be willing to wear masks in public and be more likely to stay at home 
and social distance more than areas with more income inequality. 
Areas with higher levels of equal educational attainment are estimated to be more likely to stay at home more often. 
Educational equality is estimated to be both positively and negatively associated with the willingness to wear a mask in public. With higher levels of 
educational attainment, such as a bachelor’s degree or higher, held constant, educational equality is negatively associated with mask wearing. With lower 
levels of educational attainment held constant, such as a high school diploma or equivalent, educational equality is positively associated with mask 
wearing.
This paper provides evidence that the levels of social capital within counties do impact the response to the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States. To 
promote positive responses to any future epidemics would require an increase in bridging social capital associations across the United States. Also, it 
would be important to decrease the level of income inequality within US counties and across the US. Lastly, an important factor would be to increase the 
level of educational attainment across the United States. Educational equality can have a positive impact on pandemic responses, but only when the level 
of educational attainment is higher. 
Social capital can be defined as collective values, norms, bonds and 
trust within a group of individuals, either formal or informal groups, 
that allow these individuals to have greater amounts of communication 
and collective action (Bourdieu 1986; Coleman 1988; Putnam 1994). 
Putnam (2000) expands upon the theoretical understanding of social 
capital in which it is proposed two types of social capital: bridging 
social capital and bonding social capital. Putnam (2000) explains that 
bridging social capital connects different groups of individuals, 
whether that be along class lines, religious denominations, race groups, 
etc. Bonding social capital is among individuals that already exist 
within the same groupings or communities.
Bourdieu (1986) writes that the amount of social capital of an 
individual is dependent on the number of connections that are made, as 
well as the number of other forms of capital that each connection 
possesses. These other forms of capital include the previously 
mentioned economic and cultural capital, but also symbolic capital. 
Social capital cannot be unlinked from social class. 
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